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The Prophet that hath 4 Dried bt him 


fell 42 Dream ; and he that. hath. my. 
V. ord, let him ſpeak my 


ein the dard 


E have PREY my F tend, Aon es 
ſpectators, and ſome. parties moro im 
mediately concerned in one of the moſt 
ſolemn and important tranſactions in 
life. This has given occaſion for my 


have nom been read for de .ubje8 of th Pala 
2 


When the great. Apoſlle of the Gentle e 
the nature of the work, and the effects that were oc- 
ca ſioned by the preaching the goſpel of Chriſt, it made 
him n * is Juſficient for. 3 —_ cr 


8 


Word faithful. 
ty: what is an | Clef to the * gy 2. 


making choice of the words which 
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doubt not but that every miniſter of the goſpel, whe 
has any due ſenſe of the nature of his office, is habitu- 
ally diſpoſed to adopt the ſame language. What 
abundant reaſon we have for this, every one muſt be 
convinced who will read with a becoming attention 
the chapter which contains our text. In this chapter, 
the moſt tremendous woes are denounced againſt un- 
faithful paſtors, who, inſtead of watching over, and 
feeding, deſtroy and ſcatter the ſheep of God's paſture. 
For this, he threatens to viſit upon them the evil of their 
doings ; than which, a more heavy curſe is not .con- 
tained in all the book of God. And as for thoſe 
prophets that prophecy lies, and think to cauſe his 
people to forget his name by their dreams which they 
tell every man to his neighbour, God threatens to feed 
ſuch prophets with wormwood, and to give them the 
water of gall to drink. And in the words of my text, he 
gives this ſimple, plain, but important direction: The 
prophet that bath a dream, let him tell a dream; and 
he that hath my word, let bim e my word faith- 
Fully: What is the chaff to the wheat ? ſaith the 
Lord. The prophet who has dreamed, is at liberty, 
if he ſee fir, to tell his dream ; but then let him tell it, 
only as a dream, and not attempt to impoſe it as the 
command of. (God. © 3 


By a dream here, we may underſtand, the inventi- 
ons, fancies, and carnal reaſonings of men in general. 
Theſe however plauſible, when brought in competition 
with divine revelation, -are empty and vain: And 
therefore not to be impoſed as the oracles of God 3 
nor any farther received, than as they appear to be 
thereby ſupported. All human conjectures about mat- 

ters of faith are but idle dreams, in the multitude of 
which, there are alſe divers 'vaxities, But he that bas 
the word of God is to declate that in ſimplicity 0 
EN 2 | truth ; 


3 


bak: 


2 5 neither adding thereto, nor diminiſhing, there- 
| fr nor mixing it at all with his own inventions. 


521 33 the chaff to the wheat ? What have theſe, to 


do. with each other? What are all the reaſonings 


men, compared with the pure and uncorrupted word 4 3 


God? And what have theſe to do i ah the 5 was 
vine revelation ? Ot 4 85 


i.» *. » 


"" Although the wes Fe our text were F poke with 
immediate reſpe& to the prophets and public in- 
ſtructors in the Jewiſb church; yet, with equal pro- 
priety may they be applied to the miniſters of the 
* in all ages of the chriftian church. | e 


We hall therefore, without any farther" ex We 
of the words, © conſider them e of the wy 
2 e vx. My 


' Thoſe who are miniſters of the goſpal, a as Fenployed 
A8teschg in the church of von are to teach bis word 
JO. 


The werlod which we © propos in we this | 


bete. 8 | pete” 


I. To ſhow when e may be fi 70 rack 
| God's word faithfully. -.” 1 5 de e 


u. Offer fome reaſons ; why they e teach 
thus. | 
8 5 ende {$364 
1 a, to WS ee en may be faid 
to teach God's word faithfully.. Before we proceed 
to ſpeak poſitively to this head, it may not be im- 
proper for us briefly. to mention ſome inſtarices, 
Vberein it may be e 1 ay "reach in in 
-Shis- manner. 31 Ar 332 
tis wi (0800527 07 4 1 bub 4 > 4. — 
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. When they "reach cis 125 'of this wege 
Aft esch dther, jk be 0 0h 3 
God's wo rd faithfully.” Ne word 4 God is N Lobe 
6f truth: Ee is hot a Man that he ſhould lie, or ever © 
be Under the feaſt miſtake: His word is 6ne hanno ̃ 
nious ſyttem of perfectiy confiſterit truth, It is evi- 
dent from the very nature of things, that it wuft ne- 
ocflgrily; be ſa. For to ſuppoſe that God could: be 
inconſifteot ach, , himſelf, would be to ſuppoſe him 
ver imperfe For. nothing, can be a greater A N 
8555 than inconſiſtency: And to Ae tl 
| n Feet e bor. to.be. pe) 5 
a ſtrong argument in favour of divine revelation, th 
| 85 all.ir's e it is Pot Goll conſiſtent and harmon 
rt of 30d 8 wor oved. to 
5 falk. 4 Seon af with itlelf, this: — 55 
overthrow the whole: Of this, infidels are thoroughly „. 
apprized; and: hence, have al yays exerted their ma- 
lice in attempting to falten inconſiſtencies and abſur · 
dities on divine revelation. But in all their attempt 
| they have hitherto failed: The word of God, a 
* all the aſſaults of earth and hell, continues to reſt” on 
the unthaken foundation of conſiſtent. truth. This is 
an eſſential/ characteriſtic of divine — K And 
therefore, whenever: men advance error, or things in- 
| conſiſtent with each other, it may: then be ſaid, they 
Is 60 not teach God's word faithfolly. 1 


= ah þ 


= |; 2. Miniſters way by ſaid not to —_ Gad's: ward 

| | | faithfully, when they deſignedly keep back any part 

| of his couniel. And this whatever their natives. may 
be, whither from æ deſire to render themſelves popular 

_ and agreeable, from fear of diſpleaſiigꝭ men; breaking 
he: peace of the church;:leſfening ita numbers, or any 
ether: prudential conſiderations: whatever p/if-for the 
ſake of theſe, they wilfully ſhun to declare: the ti: 
e * God, they fall under this condemnation. | 
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It i is, no doubt, a duty. incumbent. on miller 9 
koch the tempers and diſpoſitions of their people, 
to endeavour, by all means, conſiſtent with that fidelity 


which they owe to their great Lord and Maſter, 0 
render themſelves agreeable to thoſe with whom they 
are ſo nearly copnedted. They are to make i ic. their 


ſtody not to give any offence, but to be gentle among 
their people, even as a nurſe cheriſheth her children. 
They ate to behave themſelves holily, and juſtly, 


unblameably z- and to make it appear by their con- 
duct, that they are indeed affectionately deſirous of 


them, and by theſe means they are to ſtrive to ſecure 


their affections. This is not only W 1 a wad 


nyo bens on. miniſters, 


th 


| The. peace. of the church-i is allo to be conſidered 4 


8 matter of very great importance, for which miniſters 
| ſhould labour and pray, and ia many inſtances, intirely 


give up their own private iniereſts and inclinations : 
For this, they ſhould be willing to ſpend and be ſpent. 


But theſe, how deſirable and important ſoever, are 


not to ſtand in competition wich the couaſel of God, 


This muſt be declared, let what may be the conſe» 
- quence. | To temporiſe in God's cauſe, however great 
the temptation, is what his ſoul abhors: Nor can he 


who does thus, be ſaid, n; to w GoF's Þ 


word. Again, 


1. 


3. we way be cake not to 3 Lo 13 720 * 


when. in our preachiag we exhibit little or no important 
matter. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, 


And is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correfion, 
for infirution in righteouſneſs. * God, in his holy word, 


has made a revelation of his on character ; If there» 
fore we preach agreeable to; this word, we cannot fail 
erlitt truths that are 12 It i is poſſible that 
2 . ny 


* 


ut 10 BY | 
we may uſe orthodox; yea, Kiptiine” words and 
raſes in ſuch a manner as to convey no important 
truth, but error. Hence we read of ſome, who wreſt- 
ed the feriptures to their on deſtruction. When this 
is the manner of our preaching; we may be ſaid, not 
to teach God's word faithfolly. Whatever words or 
phraſes we uſe, unleſs we do it in ſuch à manner, as 
may tend to convey truth to the mind of the hearer, 
and to feed the people of God with knowledge and 
underſtanding, | we are not faithfot one 5 TE bis 


word. 


4. When b tie wehen of men in a ane 
tion from the word of God, we go counter to the di- 
rection given in our text, When we make the long 
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| — t and Sonden. not divinely- inſpired, we ny . 
be ſaid, not faithfully to teach Ged's word; This 
s, at beſt, no other than tesehing for doctrines, the 
| evinmandments of men ; and:is direftly:"oppoſed' to 
that important direction of our bleſſed Lord :; Cullino 
man-maſter up on earth : For One is your maſter; even 
Cbriſt. "The inſpired A poſtle himſelf would be fol- 
Towed;-no'farther than he was a follower of Chriſt. 
When onee we begin to ſet up men for the rule of 
our faith, we can never determine where to ſtop, We 
g | ſhould ſoon have las many rules as there are men: 
F = And all- theſe, in many inſtances, directly oppoſed, 
1 * | one: to che other. This, inſtead of granting the 
| | | aſt amnſtante to our enquiries after truth, would 
5 zwvolve ah "i an nnr "Ware" 'of : EY: and 


[| "Burk Nude chat we — to by ll; 3 
miniſters maybe ſaid o teach Pate a” + noe tl | 
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all our doctrines are to be included. Whenever we 
ſurpaſs theſe ſacred limits, we always. run counter to 
that ſolemn injunction, Prov. 30, 6. Add thou. 10 
unto bit words, left: he reprove. i bee, and thou be fou 
4 lier. The miniſters of the goſpel are ambaſſadors 


1 „ 
- x. Nothing but the pure doctrines that are therein 
revealed. Within the compaſa of divine revelation, 


for Chriſt: They come to the people io bis name; 
and he requires them to deliver his meſſage; and 
therefore, in adding thereto, we betray our truſt, and 


act the part of thoſe. wicked Prophets, who ſay, Th 


Lord ſaith, albeit, be. hath not ſpaken.—None. wi 
ſuppoſe, from what is here aſſerted, that the miniſter 


of the. goſpel is to confine: himſelf to the expreſs 


words of divine revelation : No ; this he muſt 


_ ſtudy, explain, and apply, From this. ſacred trea- 


he muſt bring forth things, both new and old. 
Fidelity -in. this reſpect, requires that all our doctrines 


and inſtructions be agreeable to the revealed will of 


SGod— that they be derived therefrom, and ſupported 
thereby. The Bible is a ſummary of all the doctrines 
which God requires us to believe, and of all the duties 


be calls us to perform: And therefore, whenever. we 


teach for doctrines, or inculcate for duties, things 
which ace, not therein revealed, we affect to be wiſe 
above what is written, and bereby moſt awfully betray 
that ſacred truſt which is committed to us. In that 
ſacred volume of divine revelation which Gad has 
been pleaſed to put in our hands, there is neither re- 
dundancy, nor defect: ut like it s. glorious author, is 


every way perfect. The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 
verting the faul : The teftimony of the Lord is pure, mak- 


* wiſe the imple, Pſal. 1 9. 7. Tbis leads to W 


. For e fathfolly to teach God's 
nie that, iber keep 1 W but Seu 705 | 


#24 


. 
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whole counſe), 28 in bis N he bes revealed it. We | 


have before obſerved, that he, who from any pruden- 


tial, or ſelfiſh conſiderations whatever, withholds an 


part of God's counſel, cannot be ſaid, faithfully to 
teach his word. Directiy oppoſite to this, is that con- 


duct required in our text. Our bleſſed Lord, while 


he tabernacled here in fleſh, has ſet a perfect example 
of fidelity in this work. He was a teacher ſent from 
God, and taught the way of God in truth. No temp- 
tations, no dangers or difficulties that lay in his way, 
could induce him to withhold any part of that coun- 
fel of God, which it became him to reveal. As he 
came to bear witneſs to the truth, ſo he fulfilled his 
teſtimony in the face of all oppoſition. Henee he 


| ſuſtains the character of the faithful and true witneſs. 


Before Pontius Pilate he witneſſed a good profeſſion, - 


and ſealed his teſtimony with his heart's blood. When 


all men forſook him, even his own diſciples, and left 
him alone, ſurrounded with enemies on every fide, he 
remained ſtedfaſt and faithful, even unto death. And 
herein he has ſet us an example, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps. And when he had finiſhed his work, and 
was about to afcend up on high, he gave particular di- 
rection to his diſciples, and in them, to his miniſters 
ia every age of the church, to teach all nations to 
obſerve al! things, whatſoever he had commanded 
them. And thus they went forth, and in the face of 
a frowning world, at the expence of all that was dear 


in life, proclaimed on the houſe-rop whatever their 


Lord and maſter had revealed to them in ſecret. 
And when hated, perſecuted, and forbid to teach in 
the name of Jeſus, they, inſtead of giving way to ſuch 


human ipjunctions, reply, with that holy boldneſs 


which became their office, . Whither we ought to 


obey God rather than man, Judge ye. They choſe 
Father to be accounted as the filth ob the world, and 
the 


E 


the off. ſcouring of all things 3 yea, to be .deftitute, 


afflicted, tormented, than to be deſicient in declaring, 
the counſel of God. Thus Paul, when taking leave, 
of his Epheſian brethren, with whom he had been la- 
bouring in word and doctrine, takes them to record 
of his fidelity therein, by reminding them of the man- 


ner in which he had diſcharged his office. Acts 20. 
18, &c. Te know from the firſt day that. I came into 


Alia after what manner I have: been with you at all 
ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord with all humility of mind, 
and with many tears and tempiations, which. befel me 
by the lying in wait of the Jews : And how I kept 
back nothing that was profitable. Wherefore, I take 


you to record this day, that I am pure from the. blood 


of all men. For I have ;not - ſbunned to declare unto 
yeu all the counſel of God. No temptations, or trou- 
billes; no dangers or deaths, to which he may be ex- 
poſed, will induce the faithful miniſter of the goſpel 


to withhold any part of the counſel of Gd: But he 
will ſet his face like a flint, to declare the whole; 


though it ſhould be at the expence of fortune and 
| friends ; yea, of life itſelf. But none of theſe things 
move me, ſays Paul, neither count I my life dear to my 
ſelf, ſa that I might finiſh my age with' joy, and the 
miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
teftify the gaſpel of the grace of Ged.® x 
* I truſt none will conclude from what I have faid, that I mean 
do aſſert, that great wiſdom and care is not requifite, both as 


to the order and manner of conveying the difficult and my- 


ſterious doctrines of the goſpel to the minds of others. The 
 Plaineſt and eaſieſt truths ſhould doubtleſs be firft exhibited, 
2s introduftory, to thoſe which are more intricate and fub- 
lime. I am ready to confeſs, it would be highly improper 
for a minifter to infiſt chiefly upon the deep things of God, 


| While his audience in general are but poorly acquainted. with 


the firſt principles of his holy oracles. Spiritual food ſhould 
ET he imparted in ſuch order, manner, and meaſure, as may be 
| { IVES 7 n ST vv beſt 
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mentioned by l the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 


L 14 ]Þ 


3 That the word of God be faithfully taught; it u 


ae that the truths: therein contained ſhould be 


fet in al clear, natural, and convincing point of view. 
One great deſign of preaching i is to inform the under- 
ſtanding and fix conviction upon the conſcience. Tea, 
it may be aſſerted, that men are benefited by the word 
no farther than it has this effect. For it is only in the 


view of truth that there is, or can be any right exer- 


eiſes of heart. Men of itching ears may be highly de- 
lightly, and think themſelves. greatly edified by the 
agreeable. harmony of meer ſounds ; while at the ſame 
time no important truth is conveyed: to the mind. 
Bur fidelity in diſpenſing God's word, by no means 
admits of gratifying «taſte like this. When men are 


thus diſpoſed to ſettle on their lees, and tor be lulled 
and ſoothed into eaſe and ſecurity z then eſpecially, i 8 


beeomes the watchman, inſtead of ſinging a requiem, 
to blow the trumpet, and ſound an alarm. And in 
order that the goſpel trumpet may give a diſtin and 
certain ſound, it is neceſſary that truth ſhould be ſet in 


© clear and convincing point of view, that it ſhould 
wry * in all it's connection and dependence. 


* — 


be word of God, like's chain of various links, i is 


one harmonious ſyſtem of cloſely: and inſeperably con- 


nected doctrines, any one link of which, being broke, 
me whole chain is diſſolved. There is a certain con- 


- Heroes: oge divine truth and another, which 2 


unle 
bet . to 8 1 EY not furfeir and 


overwhelm the minds, of honeſt and induſtrious enquirers. 


- Minifters, in the caurſe of their preaching, ſhould declare 
tde counſel of God, in the maſt advantageous manner, In 
other words, they ſhould exert themſelves for the greateſt ad- 
vancement of divine knowledge, in all it's branches, among 
men: Guarding, at all times, againſt that unworthy conduct, 
mn, Ever learning, 5 and 

vever able to come to the knowledge of the truth, © 


5 


L s ] 


| pr” duly attended, we can have no conſiſtent ſcheme - x 
of religion ; but ſhall always grope in the dark, and 
blunder on in à perpetual round of inconſiſtendy ane 
confuſion, Thus the goſpel of Chriſt, for inſtance, or 
the doctrine of a crucified Savior, can never be pteach- 


ed conſiſtently, or perceived to be a manifeſtation of 
the divine wiſdom, goodneſs, or any perfection what- 


ever, unleſs it be taken in connection with the law of 


God. The glory of the goſpel depends on the * 
neſs and glory of the law. If the law was not 

fectly right, holy, and good 3 what Chriſt has: done i in 
obeying, and thereby doing honour to it, conſenting 


to be made a curſe, that ſo he might open a way, by 


which free grace might flow out, and finners be delis: 


vered from the curſe which the law denounces ; Flay, 


on ſappoſition, that the law was not eftly right, 
holy; and good, all that Chriſt has e, ſuffered, 


on muſt be intirely needleſs; and: if:fo, inſtead of being id 


difplay of divine perfection, muſt be a diſplay of che 
greateſt impetfection : It would open to our view the 
| moſt horrid ſeene of folly and injuſtice. For to make 
ſuch a facrifice, as that of the Son of God to a law 


that Was in itſelf * or bad, would be an abomi- 


nation infinitely greater than that of the heathen, in 
making their e 5 TI e _ . to 
ane 2 5 75 * 
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is between the glory of the goſpel, and the glory 
of the divine law. The ſum ui the lat is, to love God 


with all the heart, and that on the penalty of damna- 
tion. But there can be no glory in ſuch a law as this, 
but on ſuppoſition of God's infinite, abſolute worthi- 
neſs to be loved, for What i he is in himſelf : I fay, 95- 
feluterworthimsſs, for vbat be is in himſelf : For it 
cannot be ** to * * in bimſelf 


97 uunloyvely : 


FF = 


unſovely.: Nor can there be any glory, or excellence 
in a law which requires love to ſuch a Being, whatever 
that being may be to me: Much leſs, can that be a 
rious law, which requires perfect love to ſuch a 
Zing, and that on ſuch an infinite penalty... 

Hence we ſee! that the doctrine of God's infinite 
worthineſs.to be loved ſupremely, for what he is in 


_ himſelf, is a fundamental principle in the chriſtian re- 


ligion. If this be falſe, the whole goſpel is overthrown. 
For if God, for what be is, be not infinitely worthy 
of ſupreme love, there can be no glory in that law 


which requires this; and if there be no glory in that 


law which requires this, then, as we have already 
proved, there can be no glory in the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Again; from the infinite worthineſs of God to be 
loved perfectly, we infer the infinite evil that there is 
in ſin: And from the infinite evil of ſin, neceſſarily 
follows the utter impoſſibility of the ſinner's doing 
that, which, in point of worthineſs, may influence in 


again, lays: the foundation for the beceſſity of the 


Mediator's work, in order to open a way for the ho- 


ncurable exerciſe of free, ſovereign grace. Theſe are 
things at which we can only hint. But from this brief 
| ſketch, we may eaſily perceive. the inſeperable con- 


nection there is between one divine truth and another, 
and how abſolutely neceſſary it is, that it be held up 
in all it's connection and dependence. The doctrine 
of God's own abſolute wortineſs of ſupreme love, and 
perfect obedience, is the foundation on which the 
whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity is founded. If this prin- 

ciple is once overthrown, the whole goſpel is intirely 
demoliſhed : But while this is maintained in all it's 
connection, the gates of hell will never be able to pre- 
vail againſt it. And here, I muſt juſt abſerve, that as 
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the doctrine of God's infinite worthineſs to be loved | 


ſupremely, for his own abſolute perfecton, is the foun- 
dation, on which the whole ſyſtem of chriſtianity ap- 
pears to be built; ſo all true religion in the hearts 
of men begins with this. From this ſourſe, ſprings 
every chriſtian exerciſe that is agreeable to truth. 


4. He that would:teach'God's word faithfully.muſt 


oppoſe. error, vindicate the doctrines of divine revela- 


tion againſt the. aſperſions which are thrown upon 
them by men of corrupt minds, and endeavour by 
ſound reaſoning to ſtop the mouths of gainſayers. 
The word of God is a ſacred treaſure which he has, in 
a ſpecial manner, committed to his miniſters; to guard 
and defend which, is no ſmall part of their work. 


Chriſtians in general are commanded to contend ear- 


neſtly for the faith which was once delivered unto: the 
ſaints. Jude 3. Beloved, when 1 gave all diligence to 


write unto you of the common ſalvation, it was needful 


for me to write unto you, and exbort you that ye ſhould 
earneſtly contend for the faith which was once delivered 


unto the ſaints, But more eſpecially is this a work 


vhich miniſters are called to engage in. Although 
this is a part of our work, in itſelf diſagreeable, yet 
when the cauſe of truth, the intereſt of religion, and 
the honour of God call for it, we, although ſtriplings, 
are to gird on the harneſs, and come forth to the help 
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord, againſt the 
mighty. Jeremiah was made a man of: ſtrife, and a 


man of contention for the cauſe of God, Jer. 15. 10. EE 


Wo is me, my mother, that thou haſt. born me a man of 
ftrife, and'a man of contention to the whole earth; Paul 
ſays of himſelf, that he was ſet for the defence of the 
goſpel, which implies that he was called to contend for 


ir. Philip. 1. 7. Even as it is meet for me to think 


as 


-4 


- this M you all, becauſe 1 have you in my heart, inaſmuch 


: 

. 
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3; 
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as both in my Bonds, and in the defence and conſirma. 
tion of the goſpel, ye all are partakers-of m grace. 
And in verſes 16, 19. The one preach Cbris of con- 
tention, not ſincerely,  ſuppoſpug ib add Miction to ay 
borids But the other of love, knowing that I am ſet 
| 2 the defence of the goſpel. Hence the character of 

oſpel miniſter is often repreſented by that of a 
ſo diet, whoſe life is a life of warfare, 2 Tim. 2. 3, 4. 
Thou therefore endure hardneſs as a" good ſoldier f 
Jeſus Cbriſt. No man that warreth entanpleth ras, 4 
with ibe affairs of this life; that be may jc rot | 
% bath cb er bim fo be a foie: * | 


Nor 1 che miniſter of the goſpel to 1 infidels 
only, and thoſe who are open and avowed enemies to 
religion in general; but when the cauſe of truth te- 
quires, he is ſo far to deny himſelf, as in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, boldly to contend with thoſe who are moſt 
neat and dear to him in the bonds of chriftian love; 
even with his own brethren and fathers in the work of 
the goſpel miniſtry: For this, the laudable example of 
Pauſ is ſufficient authority. When Peter, who was of 

much older ſtanding than himſelf, and who. had the 
. honour of having been with Chriſt from the beginning 
of his public miniſtry ; when he appeared to deviate 
from the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and for fear of diſ- 
pleaſing the Jews, diſſembled with refpe& to his con- 
duct towards the Gentiles ; Paul, who was the young- 
eſt of all the apoſtles, like a true goſpel hero, ſtood up 
and publicly contended with him. See Gal. 2. 11, &c. 
But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withſload bim, 
becauſe be was to be blamed; For before tbat certain © 
came from James, he did eat with the' Gentiles z; but 
when they were come, he ' withdrew bimſelf, fearing 
them that were of | the circumciſion. And the other 


Few — _— with bim; * * Ber- 


— 
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' xabas alſe was carried away with their. diſimulation.. 


But when I ſaw that they walked not uprightly, ac- 


cording to the truth of the goſpel, I ſaid to Peter before 


| them all, If thou being a Jew live after the manner 
of the Gentiles, and not as do the Fows : why compelleſt 
tbau the Gentiles to live as do the Jews ? l would not 


be underſtood to inſinuate that the miniſter of the 


goſpel ſhould be of a. contentious ſpirit: Far from 


this. It is a duty incumbent on all chriſtiang, as much 
as in them lies, to live peaceably with all men, eſpeci- 


ally with thoſe who are of the houſhold of faith: 
More eſpecially is this a duty incumbent, on thoſe who 


are made overſeers, and required to be examples to 


the flock in all holy meekneſs, love and forbearance. 
All. that I intend is this, that whenever the cauſe of 
truth requires us to ſpeak, no teſpect, either to perſons. 


or characters, may induce us to hold our peace, and 
refuſe to contend: for that faith which was once deliver- 


ed to the ſaints. All the doctrines revealed in the 


goſpel are to be maintained, whoever may be the op- 
poſers of them. . 1 
S. He that would teach God's word faithfully, muſt 
be an induſtrious and impartial enquirer after truth. 
He muſt be careful to diveſt himſelt of prejudices of 
every kind, and be diſpoſed to judge of things as they 
are in themſelves, and as they. appear ta be revealed in 
the oracles of God. He muſt not reft ſatisfied with 


what he already knows, but muſt daily enquire after 
yew truth. He muſt not be contented with only find- 


ing out that which lies on the ſurface 3 but he muſt 
dig deep, and ſearch diligently : He muſt bring forth 
out of his treaſure things ne, as well as old. Mat. 
13. 52. Then ſaid be unto them, every ſcribe which is 
inftruted unto the kingdom of beaven, is like unto a man 
that is an bouſbolder, mbich bringeth forth out of bis 
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treaſure things new and old, Many important truths, 
like the richeſt treaſures, lie deep, and to indolent 
minds, quite out of fight. Hence that exhortation, 
Prov. 2. 3, 4, 5- Yea, if thou crieſt after knowledge, 
and lifieſt up thy voice for underſtanding : If thou. 


| ſeekeſt ber as filver, and. ſearcheſt for ber, as for hid 


treaſure ; then ſhalt thou underſtand ihe fear of the. 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God. Agreeable here - 
to is that important exhortation of an aged apoſtle co 
his fon Timothy, 1 Epiſt. 13. 14, 15. Until I come, 
give attendance to reading, to exbortation, to dotirine.. 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee,' which was given 
thee by the laying on of the bands of the Preſbytery. 
Meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, 
that thy profiting may appear to ail. The holy ſcrip- 
tures afford perpetual. new diſcoveries of important 
truth: Theſe, like the waters of the ſanctuary, are a 
great deep, in which every devout ſtudent - will find, 


the farther he proceeds, the deeper they grow : And 


after all that in this life, we ſhall be able to find out, 
it will doubtleſs be the buſineſs of eternity to ſearch 
into the ſacred myſteries herein contained, 


Perhaps an obje ion may here ariſe in the minds of 
ſcme (which ſeems to be too common at this day) that 


it is not profitable, or becoming for miniſters to med- 


dle with thoſe docttines of divine revelation which ap- 
| Pear to be myſterious, hard to be underſtood, and 


which have long been controverted by wife and good 


' men :— That there are plain things enough for them 


to inſiſt upon, without perplexing the minds of their 
people with matters of nice ſpeculation. 


To fuch an objestion, it may be replied ; does not 
this affected ſhow of modeſty carry in it the higheſt 


peachment 


degree of arrogance ? Is it not a moſt im pious im- 


\ 


peachment of the ** character? And a making. 


ourſelves to be wiſer than, God ? It is evident that 
God hes thought it beſt that theſe docttines ſhould; be 
taught ; otherwiſe, to what purpoſe can it be that he 
has revealed them? We cannot conceive why God 
ſhould reveal doctrines, which when revealed, he ne- 
ver deſigned ſhould be ſtudied and taught; unleſs we 
embrace that deteſtable doctrine of the Papiſts, that 
the ſcriptures are deſigned only for the learned, and 
are not fit to be in the hands of the common people. 
| Nay, they who make this objection, ſeem to carry the 
matter much higher than the Papiſts do: For they 
ſuppoſe there are certain things in divine revelation, 


which are not only unfit for the common people to 
concern themſelves about; but unfit, even for the 
learned themſelves. Had God. left it to the diſcretion 


of his miniſters to determine what doctrines are fit to 
be taught, and what are not ſo; there might, perhaps, 
be ſome apparent weight in the objection; but ſioce 


he has determined otherwiſe, it muſt certaialy be a 


moſt horrid act of unfaithfulneſs, and impiety for them 


to aſſume to themſelves this prerogative. God has 
put into the hands of his miniſters, his written word, 


which contains a ſummary of the doctrines they are to 
teach, and enjoins it upon them to preach ht word. 
He ſays to them, as to his prophet of old, Jonah g. 2. 
Ariſe, go unto Neneveb that great city, and preach 


undo it the preaching tbat I bid thee. Miniſters, are 


God's meſſengers to the people; he has given them 


their errand ; and what daring preſumption muſt it 
be in them to take upon themſelves to determine, what 
a part of their errand is fit to be delivered, and what 


is not fit! Should we not look on him, as an arrogant, 
unfaithful ſervant, who ſhould behave in this manner 
towards us ? If all doctrines are to be ſhunned, or re- 


yore which * things: that we are not able, at 


pteſent, 
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| preſent, fully to comprehend, or which appear to us 
to involve myſteries, that are inexplicable, or which. 
© have been controverted by thoſe Who have been re- 
puted wife and good men; alas ! what will become 
of the chriſtian religion? Certainly on this principle, 
ĩt becomes us immediately to reject our preſent ſyſtem, 
and to ſet about laying another foundation, than that 
Which is laid. On this ſuppoſition, there are ſcarce 
any doctrines, but what muſt be laid aſide. All the 
diſtinguiſning doctrines of the chriſtian religion imply 
myſteries, which perhaps we ſhall never be able, fully 
to comprehend. If this be a ſufficient reaſon for not 
embracing, or inſiſting on doctrines that are revealed, 
we muft immediately give up divine revelation, and 
at once turn infidels. Who will pretend fully to com- 
prehend the eternity, or infinite perfection of God, or 
the doctrine of the trinity ? But ſhall we reje& theſe , 
doctrines, or ſhun ever to inſiſt upon them? May God 
forbid that ſuch ſentiments as theſe ſhould ever pre- 
vail among us ! If the miniſt ers of the goſpel are to 
be thus reſtrained ;—if the word of God is to be thus 
bound, has not every Iſraelite awful reaſon to tremble 
„ „ | | A 


6. To teach God's word faithfully implies, that we 
keep up the diſtin characters of the ſaint and the fin- 
= ner ;—chat we make a difference between the clean 
| and the unclean ; the precious and the vile. This id 
a matter of very great importance, and demands the 
4 : moſt careful attention of every one, who-undertakes to 

| diſpenſe the word of life. Without this diſtinction be 
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duly kept up, we ſhall be in the utmoſt danger on the 
one hand, of wounding the ſheep of God's paſture, 
arid on the other, of building up ſinners on a falſe foun- 
dation, to their own everlaſting ruin. We ate rightly 
10 divide the word of truth,” and to give to every — 
e | ; f 3 os 


- 6 gn I, 
— 1 
* 


[ng 1] 


| 3 
bis portion in due ſeaſon. But this, it is impoſſible we 
ſhould, do, unleſs we keep up the diſtinct characters of 
the ſaint, and the ſinner. To the broken hearted pen - 


tent believer, whoſe heart is reconciled to the divine 


character and government, and conſequently oppoſod 


to (in, we ate to apply the gracious promiſes of the 


| goſpel, which are all ſummed up in this, that they ſhall 
de lite Cbriſt. But to the impenitent, and unbelieving, 


we are to apply, not one divine promiſe, but all the 


curſes of a broken law. We are not to ſpeak peace to 
any, but thoſe to whom God ſpeaks. peace. If from 


too great a tenderneſs to awakened ſinners, we attempt 


to feed them with children's bread, we do it at our pe- 
ril. This is to ſew pillows to all armholes, and to 
ſtrengthen the hands of the impenitent, that they ſnould 
not return from their wicked way. Wo unto us, if we 
thus handle the word of the Lord decetfully. Again, 


F. To teach God's word faithfully implies, it's be- 
ing done from right views, and to right ends. He 
cannot be a faithful teacher of God's word, whoſe 

heart is not right with him. Fidelity in any buſineſs 
reſpects the heart. Nor would he be deemed, by men, 
a faitbful ſervant, who only from a principle of fear, 
or ſome private ſelfiſh views, ſhould'ever ſo; punctual- 
ly perform the external part of his maſter's commands, 
if at the ſame time it was known, that he was in heart 
an enemy to his maſter, and was deſiring, and ſeeking 
opportunity to deſtroy his maſter's intereſt. It is true, 


we are to judge of men by their fruits, and are requi- 


red to conduct towards them, according to their ex- 


ternal conduft. - We have no way by which to form 


a judgment of their hearts, but from what appears 
outwardly ; and therefore, we are to deem them faith- 


ful, who: make a profeſſion of fidelity, and whoſe lives 
And converſation externally. correſpond; with their pro- 


feſſion. 
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feſſion. But it is not fo wack God, * ſeeth not as 


min ſeeth : For man looketh on the outward appearance, 


but the Lord looketh on the heart. Nor can any thing 
be done faithfully in the fight of the heart - ſearchiug 
God, which is not done from the beart. When the 
language of our external conduct contradicts that of 
our hearts, this is hy pocriſy, which ĩs directly oppoſed 
to fidehty. God requires that whatever we do, be 
done with a view to his glory. Whether ye eat or 
drink,” or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
And if the glory of God be the end to which we are 
required to act in all the common affairs of life; eſpe- 
cially muſt it be ſo in that ĩmportant work of teaching 
his word. In this we are ambaſſadors for God: Our 
buſineſs has a more im mediate reſpect to him, as we 
herein negotiate with ſouls in his name: And therefore, 
it is eſpecially. required of us, that we herein act with 

a view to his glory. And as this end is in a peculiar 
manner obtained in the ſalvation of ſouls, ſo this muſt 
be the great thing at which we are to aim. We are 
ſet to watch tor. ſouls,” and we are to watch, as thoſe 
who muſt give an account. It is not enough for us, 
that the doctrines we deliver are agreeable to truth.; 
(for the truth may be held in unrighteovſnels)-it is 
not enough that in words, we declare the whole coun- 
ſel of God; but we muſt declare it faithfully 3 we 
muſt. e it from our hearts, from right views, 
and to right ends. The glory of God, and the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls, are the great things which we are con- 
N to keep in view. 1 add once eee * 7 


8. In teaching God's word faithfully | is 8 that 
we improve all opportunities of inſtructing. - We are 
to teach, not only in public, but in private; Thus did 
the apoſtles, Acts 5. 42. And daily in the temple, and 

in in * they ceaſed not to teach and preach 


Jai 


. bv had — as a | 
the elders of the church at © Epheſus Adds 20. 18, — 
20% Ye know from the firſt day that I came into Aſia, 
after what manner I baue been tunit h. yam at all ſea - 
ſons — And how 1 kept back-nothing that might be pro- 
fitable unto you, but have be we yon. and taught you 
publicly, and from bouſe to bouſe. And thus, in the 
moſt ſolemm manner, he charges Timothy to preach 
the word. 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. I charge thee tberaſars 
before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who Hall judge 
rhe quick and-the dead at bis appearing;-and * 
dom; preucbh tb word; be inan in ſeaſan, out- of - 
ſeaſon j. —— ꝛæbort with all longſufering- 
and dofrine Ono ters tt (254 rt FH 4 ter tes 
C e N h r e Au POR * 
But in order rs our being faithfubtexchers.of God's 
word, it is neceſſary that we teach it, not only in our 
ic and private diſcourſes, in the manner that has 
— — muſt teach it in 
dor We muſt live the doctrines which we 
We moſt act them out, ſo that ont people 
may — they ve when reduced to practice. Ex- 
ample has generally a more powerful influence than 
words. © If therefore, by our example we pull dom, 
what by our doctrines we build up, we can have no 
reaſon to expect that our preaching will have any great 
effect, onleſs it be to wound the true ſneep and lambs: 
of Chriſt's flock, to harden finners in their wicked · 
neſs, to ſtrengthen the hands of evil doers, and to 
bring diſmonour on that holy religion, which it is our 
buſineſs to recommend. Indeed theſe are the awful ef · 
 fefts which the wicked example of miniſters has a natural 
tendleney to produce. Hence that exhortation of Paul 
to Nmothy, 1 Epiſt. 4. 12. Let ina man deſpiſe . thy 
vous be but % ae an; 5 * e delewent in 
_ word. 5 
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"Thus we have datos ſhow, iv ne t 


particulars, when miniſters may be laid to teach Gods 
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thus, "Theſe are — But the time 


vr -perenit us here, _y ro king . . * "v4 
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arid will of God. Aud he that bath my. word; let 5 
ſpeak my word faithfully, ſays our tont. Mimiſters, 26 


5 we have already obſerved, are ambaſſadors. or God: | 


He has an abſolute right to aſſign them their embaſſy, - 

whichche has:expreſty done: And therefore it muſt 
be infinitely criminal in them to ga beſide the in- 
ſtroctions which he has given. Neceſſity is laid upon 
therm ; yea, wo unte them if they teach not that very 
doctrine, and in —— 1 which-Gad- as 
commanded. 36241 . £0 AT W en: we ee +84 


©) 2 27 Sv . 
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2. All other bing; ein leh . ws mean 
and trifling What is the chaff to the beat? faith 


the Lord. All the philoſophy; and fabtil reaſonings 


of the wiſe and learned men: of this world, compared 


with the ſimple, plain, aud uncorrupted word of God, 
are no more than the worthleſs. chaff; to the pure 
wheat. The word of God is the word of life: Here- 
by men are made wife unto ſalvation, and ibe man of . 
God pirat, thoroughly furniſhed unto every good works 
We may gratify the-curiolity, and pleaſe the corrupt 
taſtes of men, by teaching accordiag to the wiſdom 
of this world: ; but this. is fooliſhneſs. wich God:#Ira 
not food: for * 9 paſt ure : —_— 


ok WS 


eien. 


4 


| hike **» dwindle and ſtarve 1 e ne 

of Chriſt chey are to hear: Their ſpiritual. caſtes. re. 
Ke e ſpiritual food-: The ſincere milk of the word 

by which they grow, and by every word. of God, 

they Rye. 7 hy words tpere found, and I did eat them, © 
and thy word was unto me the j Joy and the tejoicing of | 

mine heart, Joh 15: 16. : 


eng 3 . W749 THe 17 N _— 2 = A 2 1 
g. This is de only way, in which, ye * expect 
the bleſſing of God, without which all our labours will 
be in van. Except the Lord build. the bouſe, they 
labour in vain that' build it : "Except: the Lara keep 
the city, the wetchman waketh but in vain. And to 
expe& that God will ſucceed our work, while ve go 
befide the directions which he has given, would 
the moſt dating preſumption. Chriſt, in that parting 
which he gave to his apoſtles, connects the pro: 
—_— gracious preſence with their teaching all 
things whatſoever he had commanded... Mat. 28. 20. 
Naac hing ibem to abſerue all things whatſoever I baue 
roman pan And lo, 1 am with you_elway, And 
us for thoſe prophets which propheſy. vontrary to what 
God haz directed, he ſays of them, as in the 32d verſe 
of the content 3 Behold am againſt. them that pro- 
| phoſy falſetdreams, ſaith ,the, Lord, and do tell them, 
and cauſe my people to err by their lies, and by their 
ig bunt yet I ſent ibem not, nor 'commantled ibm 
proc wr ſhall nos profit. _ F at: al, _ 
1 xt. 03-8919 Me n 924). e 
— m 40 Q-» | 
Fs Ants, bo mall be 1 to F645 heap 
thus faithful, will be approved of Chriſt in that, ſolemn 
day when:he will reckon with all his ſervants; - The 
Faithful: miniſter. will; in that day, be able to give up 
his nccount with joy ; and Chriſt will ſay to him, 
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faithful over a 7 things, I will . thee ruler be 
many things : Enter thou into tht joy of ily Lord. 
And O!] of what ſolemn importance will it then ap- 


pear, that we be able to render a good account of dur 
2 "908 Teceive the bc eres w r 


* 


God has given great — to > fidelity 
in this ſolemn and important:work;"by the many great 
and precicus promiſes which he bas made to thoſe 

who ſhall be found ſo going. He has promiſed, that 
- they that be wiſe all ſhine as tb brightneſs of - the 
 firmament ; and they that turn many to 'rightconſueſs, 
as the flars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. So ſays 
he, whoſe head and whoſe hair were white like wool, 
and whoſe eyes as a flame of fire, to the angel of the 


church in Smyrna z Fear none 'of tboſe things which 
thou ſhalt ſuffer ';—be thou faithful unto death, and 1 


pill give thee a crown of life, Rev. 2. 10. bo ibes 
is that faithful and wiſe ſietwarii, ubom bi Lord b 
mate ruler ever bis bouſpold, 10 give tbem i heir portios 
of meat in due ſeaſon. Bleſſed is that ſervant un 
his Lord, when be cometh, ſhall find fo doing. Of 
truth, I jay unto you, I bat be will make bim ruler over 


| all that be bath, Luke 12. 42s 43. 44- Ouce more, 


| 6. God has awfully rhreatned thoſe bo bal be 
found unfaithful in teaching his word. What a ſolemn 


addreſs is that of the Moſt High to his prophets, Ezck. 
33. 7» 8. 9. So tbou, O fon of man, I have ſet — 


walcbman unto the houſe of Ifrael Tberefure . thou 

ſhalt bear the word at my mouth, and warn them from 

me. When 77 ſay unto the wicked, O witked man, thou 

Halt ſurely die; if theu deſ not ſpeak 1 warn 'the 

wicked from his way, that wicked man pail die in bis 

iniquity, but bis 3 a thy band. Ne- 
vertbelefe, 


„ 1 wk 


| To if chew: warn the wicked of his. 10 yo 4a. 1255 
from it, if be do not turn, from bis Way, he, ball dit in 
bis iniquity, but thou baſt delivered thy. ſoul. 01 what. | 
8-powerful:incicement ſhould; this be. co miniſters, to | 
. ſee $0.it, that they be found falthſul teachers of the” 
word of God | How ſhould. che. terrors of + 

make us afraid of betraying that important truſt which 
we have received. l. Curſed be be that deeth. the work 
of . the Lard. deceitfully, are. words, which .may juſtly 
Make the ears of every one that heareth to tingle. 
With whatever latitude we may be ingulged, as: to 


. . ſame-pariicular, modes, or circumſtances. that feſpect 


religion ; we are limited in the moſt ſtrict, and abſo- 
lute, manner, with. reſpeR to the doctrines we are to 
teach. Theſe muſt all be tagen from the word: of 
God: This muſt be our only rule, and our only au- 
thocity... With reſpect: to. doctrines, we ate nat at 
liberty to gonſult. the taſte, and diſpoſicions, of our peo- 
ple, aur own eaſe and quiet, the authority of men, ar 
any human traditions whatevet: All theſe, when laid to- 
gether agaioſt the pure, and uncorrupted word of God, 
ate not to vegh. wita us, ſo much as W chaff. 
Math rn an 
„ Tbus a 128, e wauld eſcape the curſes of God, and. 
be pute from che bload, of all men, we. muft let our 
eyes look right on, and aur eye-lids ſtrait before us, 
to the law and to the teſtimony, : This path we muſt 
ponder, without being ſwayed by any uman autho- 
Tity, or ſiniſter vie wa, either to the tight hand, or to the 
left. We muſt renqunee. the .. Iles things of diſbo- 
weſty ; not walking i in eraftineſs, ot handling the word 
2 God deceitfully but by manifeftation of the" truth, 


(. our ſelves 10 27 man 5 Vs. 


41 naw, v what ſhall \ ve 7 to theſe things ? To 


what dee. and ek rg. we, who ek | 


my 
re Seer io. 


E $6 1 
Aten _ * goſpel, called What a belemn se- 


= will that be, which we mult at laſt give of our. 


a rdſhip ! I doubt not but that ybu have untici- 
me 8 theſe reflections: But they are ſuch as 
[a lain with wait upon my own mind; and ot, 
the abundance of the heart the mouth muſt ſpesk. 
Ie have awful reaſon ty + feel the force of them. 
are Placed as watchmen; bur buſineſs is to watch = 
ſouls ; The immortal ſoils-of mem are a treaſure com 
mitted to us 3 and if theſe are loſt through dur _ 
lect, OI how ſhall we lift up our heads, when i 

be required of us, Give an account of your fleward- 
Dip ! Muſt not the hoteſt place in hell be: reſesved. 
for unfaithful miniſters, in whey: 2 ert * fotind 
the blood of immortal fouls ?- - OS 15 


—" = Punder of i important Ann . = 255 

ariſe from the ſubject we have been upon, © 

te, 175 will not permit us to attend. One howevet, 
mall jut mention, which i is this': 9270 1 e . 


1 
4; 1455 TIF . 


Frbm r las en Rad: 0 that in or 


, 2 to any, man's becoming a faithful teacher of God's 


ord, fpecial grace is not only expedient, but abluse 
weceſſary.. e grace, I mean that work of 42 
I: of God in the 25 by Which the man is made 
aw creature; by which the old heart i is taken away, 
and à new heart created; the natural temper rand diſ- 
Fe of the man, deſtroyed, and a new, fpiritual and 
temper z a teryper deftly U ve Wk: width 
. ae: by: ee 1 ag 
Da men are by nature what the ble rep ar- 

s to God ; and not oply _— but their minds, 
10 97 not ſubject to his lan, not indged ein be, 
e * e more Plan, than 


4 1 1 


tber uc creatures, under the dominion: of ſueli tein" 
pers, could ia no proper ſenſe at all, be faithful to him, 
with whom they are thus at enmity, Great and wiſe: - 
princes do not think it either, prudent for them, or. ſafe 
for the ſtate, to employ thoſe in the moſt important 
places of truſt, whom they know to be implacable ene - 
mies to them, and moſt obſtinately oppoſed to their 
adminiſtration. Moch leſs: may we ſuppoſe that the 
holy, and-allwiſe Jehovah approves of their being em- 
loyed as ambaſſadors for him, who are enemies in their 
arts to his character and government. May not 
thoſe words of the moſt high, with ſtrict, and awful 
propriety be here applied? But wnto' the wicked God 
ſaith, what haſt thou * to declare my ſtatutes, ar that 
' thou ſhouldeſt. take my covenant in thy mouth? What 
good can be expected will acer ue to a ſtate from the 
'l adminiſtration of thoſe, who ate implacable to it's very 
being t Beßdes. it has been proved, that fidelity in 
teaching God's word, implies a-ſypreme regard, there - 
in had to bis glory. Andi if ſo,” does it not evidently 
appear to be impoſlible in the nature of things, that it 
ſpould thus de taught, by one who is an enerny in 
heart ta God, and wholly oppoſed to his glory ang 
government t Surely a more palpable contradiction 
cannot bi named. That therefore was a moſt pertinent 
queſtion, hich our Lord fo repeatedly: put to Simon; 
Simon... form ef Jonas, lovefs thaut me. ? Previous to the 
command, feed'my beeps feed my lambs. Hence that 
_ exhorcation, for ſubſtanea, ſo often repeated by the in- 
5 ng oltle 3 7 beſe clhinga commit thou ano: Faithful 
men..." Biſbups muſt be". llawelefs. Lay hands ſuddenly 
on no man, neither be partaker of other mens ſins. But 
L need not enlarge. If fidelhey in teaching God's word 
implies its being done from a ſupreme regard to his 
glary, the inference miſt be juſt; and the. conſequence. 
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ane texcher of God's word, ſpecial 1 
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one or two thore Addreſſes wil conclude the b 
en e eee 


"Firſt, To . Church * 
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. readily perceive, * thi + tien we hind _- 


called us to engage in ! But alas 1 Who, or what are 
we, poor earthen veſſels, chat ſuch ah important trea- 
ſure ſhould he committed to us] Who is ſufficient fur 
theſe things? may juſtly be the wn ry of our. 


hearts. For my own part, I can truly 


often been aſtoniſhed, while I have attempt 
thoſe myſterious footſteps of divine 9 by 


connection with you. 


« fongue. 
may feel the diſadvantageous effects. 
1 ſpeak thus l I hear the ſolemn reproof ; bo bath. 
made 'man's mputh ? Or who" maket 
. 700 Jens rent n ?. Havent Ilie Lord? 


1d 60d be Rupid ata Aa conſideration of ths 
| Gln nature of the office which I have: undertaken: 
of being made a labourer in the - vineyard; of Chriſt, 


18 5 9 „ „ * 


I have 
to trace 


which I have been led into this near, and important 
| have often, with one, whoſe 
praiſes are ſtill in this Church, been ready to adopt the 
language of the prophet, Lord I am not | eloquent, 
it ber heretafore, nor finte thou haſt ſpoken unto 
9 thy fer pan: ; but 1 am flow of ſpeech, and of a flow 
Oft this, Fam not without fear, that you 
But why ſhould- 


the dumb, or the 


. N | 
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upon, what a ſolemn and important work you have 


2 : . Is 
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have ſhane diſtinguiſhedly bright, in this candleſtick 


ol | 
'y u 


a 23 4 


fill me with anxiety. My ſollicitude is ſtil! — „ 


when 1 reneet off the characters of my «Multri 
predeceſſors, who have been a ducceſſion of lights, thar 
of Gut Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from'it's very beginning, '* * 


LEY FEE! 
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Bur it becomes me to take notice of the good hand 
of God towards ne, and towards you, in that he has 
ne! calle me alone ; bit has provided one, whom, by 
the Unaaimous Election of the Church' and Congrega- 
tion, He has joined with me in this arduous and im- 
portant work ; and one, whom L have ſo much reaſon 
to hae, be deſigns as a great bleſſing both to you, and 
to ng. Fou have heard ſomething of the ſolemn 

dns that che are under, faithfulf/ 26 declare ö 


The Nord of God. And if we are under obliga- 
tions thus to teach, the ſame obligations muſt lie upon 


vou to heat and attend. You are to take heed, both 


2 


how you heat, and What you hear. It is not only 


your privilege, but your indiſpenſable duty to hear 


arid* examine for yourſelves. Tour faith muſt not 


ſtand in the wiſdom of men. Tou are not to receive 


=. 
Aa. 


| apy doctrines for truths, meerly becauſe they are de- 
4 


ed by us : For you are to be followers of us, ſo 
far as we are ofChrift, and no farther. As you are not 


to receive every ſpirit, ſo neither every doctrine- As 


you are required to try the ſpirits, ſo you are required 
to try the doctrines which we deliver: Bring them to 


the infallible teſt, 4he lat and tht tebimony: try them 


by this rule: If we peak not according to this word,” 


| believe us nor, neither tl” God ſpeed. But then 


remember, that as we are to teach, ſo you are to hear 


and judge, as thoſe who muſt give an account. Re- 


member, that if we do faithfully declare to you the 


Tounſel of God, and you, through prejudice, or opp6- 


* 
* 


a 11 . WR. 8 
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fition of heart to the truth, reject it; you do it ar 


E And 


. your 3 and daily prayers t to Ts God: 
grace, who holds the ſtars in IS. right hand, that he. 
would grant unto ps much of the teaching of his holy. 
Spirit, —enrich- us with every chriſtian, and miniſterial 
grace, and thoroughly furniſh us unto. this great work, 

 whereto, in his Providence, he has given us a Call 
That we may be found faithful to him that hath called. . 

us, faithfol to you, and to'our;own; fouls. . We need , 
yuaut prayers... We are poor, weak, . polluted crea | 
ruzes z called to a great and important work 3 a wor! 4 
that might employ. all the talents of an Arch-angy 
We have no ſufficiency of ourſelves... You are ſen 

chat we ate men of like paſſions with you z ſubject 0 
like temptatiogs, and in many e much. 
greater than others, | Wig | os Patt Pb!) 

* truſt there _ ry | goodly. _ who have been 
wreltling at the throne of grace for us. O. continue 

to wreſtle; and as. Princes way you have is * 

Gods, and prov 5 


\ ral Perai 1 — as ol to e ay 
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bs province, has given us a moryal call „ i y 


[ Jo is wok. plesſure 1 cones myſclf, thus ue co | 
nected with one, whom I-have ſo much reaſon to ex- 
nect will be a Brother, and a friend ipdeed., May we 
live together, and love lièt brethren ; bear each others 


hurdeng-z and ſo {olfil} the law of Chriſt. . Let us, in 


the bowels of our dear Redeemer, . weich over, and 

po much for ezch other, and for this Church, which 
has heen.commieted to our charge. May we always 
take heed to ourſelves, to _ docttine, ind 10 "flock the 
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church. of God which | ke hath purchaſed with his own 


bleed. we, who have God's werd, ſpeak that 


72 May 
| word faithfully. May we fludy 10 tow ourſelves age 
oed ano God, workmen jhat need not to be a» © 
Fan, rightly dividing tbe word of truth. May we 
boldly declare the whole counſel of God,—live as ex- 


amples ol the believers ; that ſo we may be clear from 


ibe blood of all men, and able at laſt, to render to the 
eat Shepherd and Biſhop of his Church, a good ac- | 


unt of our ſtewardſhip. And may this Church, 


— —— be eftabliſhed and 
built up on the moſt holy faith, —fed with knowledge 
and with underſtanding, and filled with all the fullneſs 


ot God. Which, may God of his boundleſs mercy 


| Erant, for the ſake of that blood which was ſhed for 
n 5 | 


Aux and AMEN. 
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